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In This Book

For more information, 
see Survival Guide (p174)

Currency
Euro (€)

Language
Italian

Visas
Not required by EU citizens. Not required 

by nationals of Australia, Canada, New 
Zealand and the USA for stays of up to 

90 days.

Money
ATMs are widespread. Major credit cards 

are widely accepted but some smaller 
shops and trattorias may not take them. 

Keep cash for immediate expenses.

Mobile Phones
Local SIM cards can be used in European, 

Australian and unlocked US phones. Other 
phones must be set to roaming.

Time
Western European Time (GMT/UTC plus 

one hour)

Plugs & Adaptors
Plugs have two or three round pins; electricity 

is 220V to 230V; North American travellers 
will require an adaptor and transformer.

Tipping
Not obligatory, but round up the bill in pizzerias 

or leave a euro or two; 10% is normal in 
upmarket restaurants.

Arriving in Rome
Most visitors arrive at one of Rome’s two 
airports: Leonardo da Vinci, also known as 
Fiumicino; or Ciampino, the hub for European 
low-cost carrier Ryanair – see www.adr.it. 
International trains serve Stazione Termini in 
the city centre.

A From Leonardo da Vinci 
(Fiumicino) Airport

Destination Best Transport 

Monti & 
Esquilino

Leonardo Express train, 
then metro line A or B

Centro Storico Leonardo Express train, 
then bus 40 or 64

Trastevere FL1 train, then tram 8

Vatican Leonardo Express train, 
then metro line A; SIT bus

Tridente Leonardo Express train, 
then metro line A

A From Ciampino Airport

Destination Best Transport 

Monti & 
Esquilino

Terravision/SIT bus, then 
metro line A or B

Centro Storico Terravision/SIT bus, then 
bus 40 or 64

Trastevere Terravision/SIT bus, then 
bus H

Vatican Terravision/SIT bus, then 
metro line A

Tridente Terravision/SIT bus, then 
metro line A

L From Stazione Termini
Airport buses and trains, and international 
trains, arrive at Stazione Termini. From here 
you can take metro line A or B or hop on a 
bus to all main neighbourhoods. Taxis are 
available outside the main entrance.

Getting Around
Public transport is cheap and reasonably 
efficient, although occasional strikes can 
cause chaos. Buy a 24-/48-/72-hour pass 
to save time and money. For information 
and a route planner, see www.atac.roma.it.

m Metro
The metro is the quickest way of getting 
around central Rome, although it’s of 
limited use for the centro storico (historic 
centre). Lines A (orange) and B (blue) 
traverse the city in an X-shape, crossing at 
Stazione Termini. Services run from 5.30am 
to 11.30pm (to 1.30am on Fridays and 
Saturdays).

J Bus
Chaotic traffic can slow buses, but they are 
still the best bet for the centro storico. The 
main bus station is in front of Stazione Ter-
mini on Piazza dei Cinquecento. Buses run 
from 5.30am until midnight, with limited 
services throughout the night. Remember 
to validate tickets in the yellow machines 
on board.

U Tram
Tram 8 is the most useful, connecting the 
centre with Trastevere over the river. Trams 
are also useful for San Lorenzo and Pigneto.

K Taxi
Taxis are useful late at night when bus 
services are slow and the metro has closed. 
Pick one up at a rank or call a taxi company 
direct. Surcharges apply after 10pm and for 
carrying luggage.

Your Daily Budget
Budget less than €100 

  Dorm bed €15 to €35

  Pizza plus beer €15

  Drink coffee standing at the bar

Midrange €100 to €250 
  Double room €110 to €200

  Three-course restaurant meal €25 to €50

  Roma Pass, a three-day card covering 
museum entry and public transport €36

Top End over €250 
  Double room €200 plus

  Top restaurant dinner €50 to €150

  City taxi ride €10 to €15

  Auditorium concert tickets €25 to €90

Useful Websites
  Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/

rome) Planning info, hotels and traveller forum.

  060608 (www.060608.it) Information on 
sights, accommodation, shows, transport etc.

  Coop Culture (www.coopculture.it) Infor-
mation and ticketing for Rome’s monuments, 
museums and galleries.

  Vatican (www.vatican.va) Book tickets for 
the Vatican Museums.

Advance Planning
  Two months before Book high-season 

rooms.

  One to two weeks before Reserve tables 
at A-list restaurants. Sort out tickets to the 
pope’s weekly audience at the Vatican.

  A few days before Phone for tickets for 
the Museo e Galleria Borghese and book 
for the Vatican Museums.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

Don’t Miss
The Exterior
Rising above the four papal statues on Carlo 
Fontana’s 18th-century porch, the basilica’s re-
strained 12th-century facade is most notable for 
its beautiful medieval mosaic. This glittering gold 
banner depicts Mary feeding Jesus surrounded by 
10 women bearing lamps.

Towering above the church is a 12th-century 
Romanesque bell tower, complete with its very 
own mosaic – look in the small niche near the 
top.

The Mosaics
The basilica’s main drawcard is its golden 12th-
century mosaics. In the apse, look out for the daz-
zling depiction of Christ and his mother flanked 
by various saints, and, on the far left, Pope In-
nocent II holding a model of the church. Beneath 
this is a series of six mosaics by Pietro Cavallini 
(c 1291) illustrating the life of the Virgin.

Interior Design 
The interior boasts a typical 12th-century design 
with three naves divided by 21 Roman columns, 
some plundered from the Terme di Caracalla. On 
the right of the altar, near a spiralling Paschal 
candlestick, is an inscription, ‘Fons Olei’, which 
marks the spot where the miraculous oil fountain 
supposedly sprung. Up above, the coffered golden 
ceiling was designed by Domenichino in 1617.

Cappella Avila
The last chapel on the left, the Cappella Avila, is 
worth a look for its stunning 17th-century dome. 
Antonio Gherardi’s clever 1680 design depicts 
four angels holding the circular base of a large 
lantern whose columns rise to give the effect of a 
second cupola within a larger outer dome.

y Top Tips
 Have some coins 

handy to drop in the 
light box to illuminate 
the mosaics.

 Avoid visiting during 
mass, which is held 
at 9am, 5.30pm and 
8.30pm Monday to Fri-
day; 9am, 5.30pm and 
8pm Saturday; 8.30am, 
10am, 11.30am, 5.30pm 
and 6.45pm Sunday. 
Services are cut back in 
July and August.

 To see the facade in its 
entirety, step back so you 
can see above the porch.

5 Take a Break
Avoid the rip-off tour-
ist traps on the piazza 
outside. Instead, grab a 
drink or snack at Ombre 
Rosse (p126), ideally 
at one of its street-side 
tables. Alternatively, 
enjoy a tasty meal from 
the hit foodie hot spot 
Pianostrada Laboratorio 
di Cucina (p125).

This glittering basilica is said to be the oldest 
church in Rome dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 
Dating to the early 3rd century, it was commis-
sioned by Pope Callixtus III on the site where, 
according to legend, a fountain of oil had mi-
raculously sprung from the ground. The basilica 
has been much altered over the centuries and its 
current Romanesque form is the result of a 12th-
century revamp. The portico came later, added by 
Carlo Fontana in 1702.

1 Map p122, B3

Piazza Santa Maria in 
Trastevere

h7.30am-9pm

gViale di Trastevere, jViale 
di Trastevere
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Mosaics in the Basilica di Santa Maria in Trastevere

Top Sights
Basilica di Santa Maria in 
Trastevere

Basilica di Santa Maria in TrastevereTrastevere & Gianicolo 119118

Street vendors in Piazza Navona (p44)
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trompe l’œil ceiling 
fresco.

4 Piazza della 
Rotonda
A short stroll down Via 
del Seminario brings 
you to the bustling Piaz-
za della Rotonda, where 
the Pantheon (p38) 
needs no introduction. 
Rome’s best-preserved 
ancient building is one 
of the city’s iconic sights 
with its epic portico and 
dome.

5 Piazza Navona
From the Pantheon, fol-
low the signs to Piazza 

Navona (p44), central 
Rome’s great showpiece 
square. Here, among the 
street artists, tourists 
and pigeons, you can 
compare the two giants 
of Roman baroque – 
Gian Lorenzo Bernini, 
creator of the Fontana 
dei Quattro Fiumi, and 
Francesco Borromini, 
author of the Chiesa di 
Sant’Agnese in Agone.

6 Campo de’ Fiori
On the other side 
of Corso Vittorio 
Emanuele II, the busy 
road that bisects the 
centro storico (historic 
centre), life is focused 

on Campo de’ Fiori 
(p46). By day, this noisy 
square stages a colour-
ful market, at night 
it transforms into a 
raucous open-air pub.

7 Piazza Farnese
Just beyond the Campo, 
Piazza Farnese is a re-
fined square overlooked 
by the Renaissance 
Palazzo Farnese (p46). 
This magnificent 
palazzo, now home to 
the French embassy, 
boasts some superb 
frescoes, said by some 
to rival those of the 
Sistine Chapel.

2 The Walk
Rome’s tightly packed historic centre boasts some 
of the city’s most celebrated piazzas, and several 
beautiful but lesser known squares. Each has its 
own character – the baroque splendour of Piazza 
Navona, the bawdy clamour of Campo de’ Fiori, the 
Renaissance elegance of Piazza Farnese – but to-
gether they encapsulate much of the city’s beauty, 
history and drama. Take this tour to discover the 
best of them and enjoy the area’s vibrant street life.

Start Largo di Torre Argentina; gLargo di Torre 
Argentina

Finish Piazza Farnese; gCorso Vittorio Emanuele II

Length 1.5km; three hours

5 Take a Break
Between the Pantheon and Piazza Navona, Caffè 
Sant’Eustachio (p50) is a good bet for a quick pit 
stop. Its coffee is reckoned by many to be the best 
in Rome.

1 Largo di Torre 
Argentina
Start off in Largo di 
Torre Argentina, set 
around the ruins of four 
Republic-era temples. 
On the piazza’s western 
flank, the Teatro Ar-
gentina (p52), Rome’s 
premier theatre, sits near 
the site where Julius 
Caesar was assassinated.

2 Piazza della 
Minerva
Head along Via dei 
Cestari until you come 
to Piazza della Minerva 
and the Elefantino, a 
sculpture of a puz-
zled elephant carrying 
an Egyptian obelisk. 
Flanking the square, the 
Gothic Basilica di Santa 
Maria Sopra Minerva 
(p45) boasts Renaissance 
frescoes and a minor 
Michelangelo.

3 Piazza di 
Sant’Ignazio Loyola
Strike off down Via 
Santa Caterina da Siena, 
then take Via del Piè 
di Marmo and Via di 
Sant’Ignazio to reach the 
exquisite 18th-century 
Piazza di Sant’Ignazio 
Loyola. Overlooking the 
piazza, the Chiesa di 
Sant’Ignazio di Loyola 
(p45) features a magical 

Missing image: ../Images/21-piazzas-wt-pk-rom3.eps.

Piazzas of Rome
Best Walks
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bus stop. Journey time is 
40 minutes.

SIT Bus (%06 591 68 26; 
www.sitbusshuttle.com; from/
to airport €4/6)  Regular de-
partures from the airport 
to Via Marsala outside 
Stazione Termini between 
7.45am and 11.15pm; from 
Termini between 4.30am 
and 9.30pm. Get tickets 
on the bus. Journey time 
is 45 minutes.

Atral (www.atral-lazio.com)  
Runs buses to/from 
Anagnina metro station 
(€1.20) and Ciampino 
train station (€1.20), 
where you can get a train 
to Termini (€1.30).

Stazione Termini & 
Bus Station

 Stazione Termini (Map 
p84, D2) is Rome’s main 
train station and trans-
port hub, with regular 
connections to other 
European destinations, 
major Italian cities and 
many smaller towns.

 From Termini, you can 
connect onto metro lines 
A or B, or take a bus from 
the bus station on Piazza 
dei Cinquecento out front.

 Taxis line up outside 
the main exit/entrance. 
Assume about €10 to a 
central Rome address.

Getting 
Around
Rome is a sprawling city, 
but the historic centre is 
relatively compact and 
it’s quite possible to ex-
plore much of it on foot. 
The city’s public trans-
port system includes 
buses, trams, metro and 
a suburban train system. 
Tickets, which come in 
various forms, are valid 
on all forms of transport.

Metro
y Best for… Avoiding 

around quickly.

 Rome has two main 
metro lines, A (orange) 
and B (blue), which cross 
at Termini.

 Trains run between 
5.30am and 11.30pm (to 
1.30am on Fridays and 
Saturdays).

 Take line A for the 
Trevi Fountain (Bar-
berini), Spanish Steps 

Arriving in 
Rome
y Top Tip For the best 
way to get to your accom-
modation, see p17.

Leonardo da Vinci 
Airport (Fiumicino)

 The easiest way to get 
from the airport is by 
train, but there are also 
buses and private shuttle 
services.

 The set taxi fare to/
from the city centre is 
€48, which is valid for up 
to four passengers with 
luggage. Taxis registered 
in Fiumicino charge more, 
so make sure you catch 
a Comune di Roma taxi – 
these are white with the 
words Roma Capitale on 
the side along with the 
driver’s ID number. Jour-
ney time is approximately 
45 to 60 minutes.

Leonardo Express Train 
(one way €14)  Runs to/
from Stazione Ter-
mini. Departs from the 
airport every 30 minutes 
between 6.23am and 
11.23pm; from Ter-
mini between 5.35am and 
10.35pm. Journey time is 
30 minutes.

FL1 Train (one way €8)  
Connects to Trastevere, 
Ostiense and Tiburtina 
stations, but not Termini. 
Departures from the air-
port every 15 minutes 
(half-hourly on Sundays 
and public holidays) 
between 5.57am and 
10.42pm; from Tiburtina 
every 15 minutes between 
5.46am and 7.31pm, then 
half-hourly to 10.02pm.

SIT Bus (%06 591 68 26; 
www.sitbusshuttle.it; one way 
€6)  Regular departures 
from the airport to 
Stazione Termini (Via 
Marsala) from 8.30am to 
11.50pm; from Ter-
mini between 5am and 
8.30pm. All buses stop 
at the Vatican en route. 
Tickets are available on 
the bus. Journey time is 
approximately one hour.

Cotral Bus (www.cotralspa.
it; one way €5, if bought on 
the bus €7)  Runs to/from 
Fiumicino from Stazione 
Tiburtina via Termini. 
Eight daily departures 
including night ser-
vices from the airport at 
1.15am, 2.15am, 3.30am 
and 5am, and from Tibur-
tina at 12.30am, 1.15am, 
2.30am and 3.45am. 
Journey time is one hour.

Airport shuttle (www.air-
portshuttle.it)  Transfers to/
from your hotel for €25 
for one person, then €5 
for each additional pas-
senger up to a maximum 
of eight.

Ciampino Airport
 To get into town, the 

best bet is to take one 
of the dedicated bus 
services. You can also 
take a bus to Ciampino 
station and pick up a train 
to Stazione Termini.

 The set taxi rate to/
from the city centre is 
€30. It typically takes 30 
to 45 minutes.

 The airport shuttle 
(www.airportshuttle.it) runs 
transfers to/from your 
hotel for €25 for one 
person, then €5 for each 
additional passenger up 
to a maximum of eight.

Terravision Bus (www.
terravision.eu; one way €6, 
online €4)  Twice hourly 
departures to/from Via 
Marsala outside Stazione 
Termini. From the airport 
services are between 
8.15am and 12.15am; 
from Via Marsala between 
4.30am and 9.20pm. Buy 
tickets at Terracafè in 
front of the Via Marsala 

Tickets & Passes
Public transport tickets are valid on all modes of 
public transit, except on trains to Leonardo da 
Vinci (Fiumicino) Airport.

 BIT (biglietto integrato a tempo, a single ticket 
valid for 100 minutes and one metro ride) €1.50

 Roma 24h (valid for 24 hours) €7

 Roma 48h (valid for 48 hours) €12.50

 Roma 72h (valid for 72 hours) €18

 CIS (carta integrata settimanale, a weekly 
ticket) €24

Children under 10 travel free.
Buy tickets at tabacchi, newsstands and from 

vending machines at main bus stops and metro 
stations. They must be purchased before you 
start your journey and validated in the machines 
on buses, at the entrance gates to the metro or 
at train stations.

The Roma Pass (2/3 days €28/36) comes with 
a two/three-day travel pass valid within the city 
boundaries.
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Trevi
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Spanish Steps &
Piazza di Spagna

Roman
Forum

Pantheon

Basilica di
Santa Maria
in Trastevere

St Peter's Basilica

Vatican
Museums

Villa 
Borghese

Ancient Rome 
(p22)
Rome’s ancient core is a 
beautiful area of 
evocative ruins, 
improbable legends, 
soaring pine trees and 
panoramic views.

Top SightsE
Colosseum
Roman Forum

Centro Storico 
(p36)
Rome’s historic centre is 
the capital’s thumping 
heart – a heady warren 
of famous squares and 
tangled lanes, galleries, 
restaurants and bars.

Top SightsE
Pantheon

Tridente (p54)
Designer stores and 
swanky bars set the 
tone for this stylish, 
upmarket district 
centred on two striking 
piazzas.

Top SightsE
Spanish Steps & Piazza 
di Spagna

Vatican City & Prati  
(p130)
Feast on extravagant art 
in the monumental 
Vatican and excellent 
food in neighbouring 
Prati.

Top SightsE
St Peter’s Basilica
Vatican Museums

Trastevere & 
Gianicolo (p116)
Trastevere’s medieval 
streets heave with 
kicking bars and 
eateries. The Gianicolo 
offers to-die-for 
panoramas.

Top SightsE
Basilica di Santa Maria 
in Trastevere
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Colosseum

Basilica di
San Giovanni
in Laterano

Museo Nazionale
Romano: Palazzo

Massimo alle Terme

Trevi & the 
Quirinale (p66)
A busy, hilly district, 
home to Rome’s most 
famous fountain, Italy’s 
presidential palace and 
several stellar art 
galleries.

Top SightsE
Trevi Fountain Monti & Esquilino  

(p80)
Boutiques and wine bars 
abound in Monti, while 
Esquilino offers 
multiculturalism and 
several must-see 
museums and churches.

Top SightsE
Museo Nazionale 
Romano: Palazzo 
Massimo alle Terme

San Giovanni & 
Celio (p96)
Explore medieval 
churches and escape 
the tourist crowds in 
residential San Giovanni 
and on the leafy Celio 
hill.

Top SightsE
Basilica di San Giovanni 
in Laterano

Aventino & 
Testaccio (p108)
Ideal for a romantic 
getaway, hilltop 
Aventino rises above 
Testaccio, famous for its 
nose-to-tail cooking and 
thumping nightlife.

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Appian Way
Villa Borghese

Rome
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918
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Restaurant blackboard 

Insider tips to help you  nd the real cityInsider tips to help you  nd the real city

Trastevere (p120)
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A Day Out in the 
Centro Storico 
(p40)

  Beautiful backdrops
 Shopping and pizza

Once you’ve covered the 
centre’s headline sights, 
it’s time to slow down 
and enjoy the area like 
the locals do – catch an 
exhibition, shop for jeans, 
dine on pizza and beer.

San Lorenzo & 
Pigneto (p78)

  Bohemian bars
 Alternative art

Head to graffiti-clad 
San Lorenzo and boho 
Pigneto to admire one of 

Rome’s major basilicas, 
catch some contemporary 
art, and revel in laid-back 
nightlife. Join fashion-
conscious diners at smart 
restaurants and drink 
cocktails at cool bars.

Ostiense & San 
Paolo (p106)

  Cool clubs
 Hidden culture

With its disused fac-
tories, street art, and 
university campus, 
Ostiense is home to 
Rome’s hottest clubs and 
hippest bars. But before 
the nightlife revs up, 
you can explore several 

fascinating cultural gems 
and the characterful Gar-
batella neighbourhood.

A Night Out in 
Trastevere & 
Gianicolo (p120)

  Views and heaving bars
 Basement blues

A picturesque district 
full of bars, cafes and 
trattorias, Trastevere has 
long been a foreigner 
favourite. But Romans 
love it, too, and amid the 
tourist bustle you’ll find 
some characteristic city 
haunts.

 It’s easy to be blinded by Rome’s beauty, but scratch beneath the surface and you’ll 
discover another side to the city. Here we explore the city’s alternative hang-outs and 
boho bar haunts, its hot clubs and o  -the-radar neighbourhoods.

 Other great places 
to experience the 
city like a local: 

Jewish Ghetto (p46 )

Via Margutta (p59)

Piazza del Quirinale 
(p71 )

Via del Boschetto 
(p90)

Pasticceria Regoli 
(p88 )

Trastevere, Festa de’ 
Noantri (p124)

Pasti  cio (p64 )

Monte Testaccio 
(p112 )

   Rome 
Local Life

Local Life  1312

Best Areas
Centro Storico Bars 
and a few clubs, a mix of 
tourists and locals of all 
ages. (p50)

Trastevere Everyone’s 
favourite evening hang-
out, with plenty of bars 
and cafes. (p120)

Testaccio A nightlife 
hotspot with a parade of 
crowd-pleasing clubs on 
Monte Testaccio. (p114)

Ostiense Home to 
Rome’s grittier clubs, 
many housed in ex-indus-
trial venues. (p106)

San Lorenzo & Pigneto 
Fashionable bars and 
alternative clubs draw 
students, bohemians and 
hipsters. (p78)

Best Bars & Cafes
Barnum Cafe A cool 
centro storico bar with 

vintage decor, a laid-back 
vibe, and top cocktails. 
(p50)

Sciascia Caffè A pol-
ished Prati cafe that 
serves superlative coffee. 
(p144)

Co.So A buzzing Pigneto 
hot spot known for its 
trend-setting cocktails. 
(p79)

Ma Che Siete Venuti a 
Fà Quaff craft beers at 
this tiny Trastevere pub. 
(p126)

Caffè Sant’Eustachio 
Unglamorous cafe that 
serves some of the capi-
tal’s best coffee. (p154)

Best Clubs
Goa A historic Ostiense 
club featuring top interna-
tional DJs and a fashion-
forward crowd. (p107)

ConteStaccio One of 
the best venues on the 
Testaccio clubbing strip. 
(p115)

Best Places for 
Free Art
St Peter’s Basilica Mi-
chelangelo’s Pietà is just 
one of the masterpieces 
on display. (p136)

Basilica di San Pietro in 
Vincoli Feast your eyes 
on Michelangelo’s fear-
some Moses. (p85)

Chiesa di San Luigi dei 
Francesi Caravaggio’s St 
Matthew cycle is the big 
drawcard here. (p44)

Chiesa di Santa Maria 
del Popolo Works by 
Caravaggio, Raphael and 
Bernini adorn this Re-
naissance church. (p59)

Chiesa di Santa Maria 
della Vittoria Features 
Bernini’s astonishing 
Ecstasy of St Teresa, a 
seminal baroque work. 
(p71)

Vatican Museums Free 
on the last Sunday of 
each month. (p132)

Best Piazzas & 
Parks
Piazza Navona A colour-
ful cast of street artists 
create a carnival atmos-
phere on this stunning 
baroque piazza. (p44)

Campo de’ Fiori Revel in 
the chaos of the Campo’s 
daily market. (p46)

Piazza del Popolo Sit 
under the central obelisk 
and watch the world go 
by. (p59)

Villa Borghese Rome’s 
central park is ideal for 
leisurely strolling and 
picnics. (p147)

Gianicolo Admire mag-
nificent views from this 
leafy hill. (p120)

Best Free 
Monuments
Pantheon It doesn’t cost 
a penny to enter this 
extraordinary church. 
(p38)

Trevi Fountain Throw 
a coin into the fountain 
to ensure your return to 
Rome. (p68)

Bocca della Verità Test 
the legend – tell a lie 
with your hand in the 
mouth. (p33)

Spanish Steps Grab a 
perch and hang out on 
Rome’s most celebrated 
staircase. (p56)

y Top Tips
 Take your cue 

from the locals 
and dress up to go 
out, particularly in 
the centro storico 
(historic centre) and 
Testaccio.

 Some popular 
clubs have a seem-
ingly whimsical door 
policy, and men, sin-
gle or in groups, are 
often turned away.

 Events are often 
listed for 10pm but 

around 11pm; clubs 
rarely hot up until 
after 1am.
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Nightlife in Rome is all about enjoying the vibe 
and lapping up the spectacular surroundings. The 
city’s central streets buzz well into the night as 
locals crowd into popular bars and cafes before 

to most tastes, with DJs spinning everything from 
lounge and jazz to house, dancehall and hip hop.

Bars & Nightlife
Best

y Top Tips
 All state-run muse-

ums and sites are 
-

day of the month.

 Save a few euros 

water from drinking 
fountains known as 
nasoni (big noses) 
dotted around the 
streets.
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Although Rome is an expensive city, you don’t 
have to break the bank to enjoy it. A surprising 
number of its big sights are free, including all 
churches, and it costs nothing to stroll the his-
toric streets, piazzas and parks, basking in their 
extraordinary beauty.

For Free
Best

 Best Bars & Nightlife  161160  Best For Free

 Rounding your taxi fare 
to the nearest euro will 

 Tip porters about €4 at 
A-list hotels.

Public Holidays
Capodanno (New Year’s 
Day) 1 January

Epifania (Epiphany) 6 
January

Pasquetta (Easter Mon-
day) March/April

Giorno della Liberazione 
(Liberation Day) 25 April

Festa del Lavoro (La-
bour Day) 1 May

Festa della Repubblica 
(Republic Day) 2 June

Festa dei Santi Pietro e 
Paolo (Feast of St Peter & 
St Paul) 29 June

Ferragosto (Feast of the 
Assumption) 15 August

Festa di Ognisanti (All 
Saints’ Day) 1 November

Festa dell’Immacolata 
Concezione (Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception) 
8 December

Natale (Christmas Day) 
25 December

Festa di Santo Ste-
fano (Boxing Day) 26 
December

Safe Travel
y Top Tip Pickpockets 
go where the tourists 
go, so watch out around 
the most touristed and 
crowded areas of the city.
Rome is not a danger-
ous city, but petty theft 
is a problem. Watch out 
for pickpockets around 
the Colosseum, Piazza 
di Spagna, Piazza San 
Pietro, Stazione Termini 
and on crowded public 
transport – the 64 
bus to the Vatican is 
notorious.

To minimise risks:

 Carry your day’s spend-
ing money in a separate 
wallet.

 Wear your bag/camera 
strap across your body 
and away from the road – 
thieves on scooters can 

swipe a bag and be gone 
in seconds.

 Never drape your bag 
over an empty chair at a 
streetside cafe or put it 
where you can’t see it.

 Always check your 
change to see you 
haven’t been short-
changed.

 In case of theft or loss, 
report the incident to the 
police within 24 hours 
and ask for a statement.

Telephone

Mobile Phones

 Italy uses the GSM 
900/1800 cellular 
system, compatible with 
phones from the UK, 
Europe, Australia and 
most of Asia but not 

Electricity Emergency
Ambulance (%118)

Fire (%115)

Police (%112, 113)

Money
y Top Tip The daily cash 
withdrawal limit at ATMs 
is €250.
Italy uses the euro. Euro 
notes come in denomi-
nations of €500, €200, 
€100, €50, €20, €10 and 
€5; coins come in de-
nominations of €2 and 
€1, and 50, 20, 10, five, 
two and one cents.

ATMs

 ATMs (known as banco-
mat) are widely available 
and most will accept 
cards tied to the Visa, 
MasterCard, Cirrus and 
Maestro systems.

 Always let your bank 
know when you’re going 
abroad in case they block 
your card when payments 
appear from unusual 
locations.

Credit Cards

 Virtually all midrange 
and top-end hotels 
accept credit cards, as 
do most restaurants 
and large shops. Some 
cheaper pensioni, trat-
torias and pizzerias only 
accept cash. Don’t rely on 

credit cards at museums 
or galleries.

 Major cards such 
as Visa, MasterCard, 
Eurocard, Cirrus and 
Eurocheques are widely 
accepted. Amex is also 
recognised, although it’s 
less common than Visa or 
MasterCard.

In case of emergency, 
call the following num-
bers to have your card 
blocked:

Amex (%06 7290 0347)  

Diners Club (%800 
393939)  

MasterCard (%800 
870866)  

Visa (%800 819014)  

Money Changers

 There are exchange 
booths at Stazione Ter-
mini and at Fiumicino and 
Ciampino airports.

 Take your passport or 
photo ID when exchang-
ing money.

Tipping

 Service (servizio) is 
generally included in 
restaurants – if it’s not, 

in pizzerias, 10% in 
restaurants. Tipping isn’t 
necessary in bars.

230V/50Hz

230V/50Hz

Money-Saving Tips
 -

day of the month.

 Fill up on art at Rome’s churches – they’re all 
free.

 Buy a Roma Pass if you want to blitz the sights.

 Lunch on sliced pizza and gelato; dine on bar 
snacks over an aperitivo

 
sitting at a table.

 Fill up on water at the drinking fountains known 
as nasoni (big noses).

Essential Information   181180  Survival Guide

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free Rome 
experience

The Best 
of R ome 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Rome 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Best Walks
See the city on foot

R ome ’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
 Rome 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Rome .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :

000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

¡

¡

£

¡

¡

¡

¡

¡

£

¡

¡

#

#

#

þ

þ

þ

#

#

#

æ

æ

æ

#ï

#

#

#

#

ý

û

ý

û

Pont du
Carroussel

Pont
Royal

1er

8e

Cour
Napoléo

Pl d
Pala
Roy

Pl du
Carrousel

Jardin du
Carrousel

Pl de
l'Opéra

Pl des
Pyramides

Jardin des
Tuileries

R
Ro

ya
le

Bd
M

alesherbes

Bd des Italien
s

R
St

-F
lo
re

nt
in

Av
de

l'O
péra

R
Tr

on
ch
et

R Auber

R
de

la
Pa

ix

R de Rivoli

R du Quatre Septembre

R
Sc

rib
e

R
de

R
ic

he
lie
uAv

de
l'O

péra

Q des Tuileries

Q du Louvre

Bd des Capucines

Av
du

G
én

ér
al

Le
m
on

ni
er

R Villedo

R
du

M
ar

ch
é

St
-H

on
or

é

R
d'

Al
ge
r

R
Vol

ne
y

R
G
ai

llo
n

R du Faubourg St-Honoré

R
M

oliè
re

R
de

l'E
ch
el

le

R
D
uphot

R Thérèse

R Daunou

R
des Capucines

R Danielle Casanova

R
de

la
So

ur
di

èr
e

R
de

G
ra

m
on

t

R de Sèze

R du Mont Thabor

R
St

-R
oc

h

R
Ca

m
bo

n

R des Petits Champ

Pyramides

Opéra

Concorde

Madeleine

Tuileries

Palais Royal –
Musée du

Louvre

Quatre
Septembre

Musée du
Louvre

Jeu de
Paume

Jardin des
Tuileries

Place
Vendôme6

5

3 22

19

14

16

23 24

25

1

#
#
æ 1
ý 21

A

1

3

4

5

B C D

2

 For reviews see
   Top Sights p104
   Sights p112
   Eating p113
   Drinking p114
   Entertainment p115
   Shopping p116

1

28 The Louvre  & Les Halles

02a-explore-the-louvre.indd   28 19/08/2011   11:08:57 AM

Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
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Outdoor dining in Trastevere (p116)
BORIS-B/GETTY IMAGES ©
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Welcome to 
Rome

 An epic, monumental city, Italy’s hot-blooded capital 
gets under your skin fast. Even on a short break, you’ll be 
bowled over by its awe-inspiring art and iconic ruins, ba-
roque piazzas and vibrant street life. Cafes and neighbour-
hood trattorias hum with activity, while chic boutiques 
showcase the latest fashions and bars buzz into the small 
hours. Visit once and you’ll be hooked for life.

Quickstart 
Guide

7
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 Colosseum (p24)
 Rome’s most iconic monument, the Colosseum is an electrifying sight. An 
architectural tour de force, it has been drawing the crowds since it first staged 
gladiatorial combat in the 1st century AD.
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